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analyse them from the formation of the pioneering Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of
Barcelona founded in 1911.

Development: We performed a literature search using MEDLINE using the key words: neurolog-
ical societies, using the doctoral thesis of MG Fabregas: ‘History of Neurology in Catalonia from
1882 to 1949’’ and original historical bibliographical sources of the Library of the Academy of
Sciences Mediques de Catalunya i Balears. The presence of neurological societies in Catalunya
is relatively recent. The first society was established a century ago, and was the Society of Psy-
chiatry and Neurology of Barcelona, founded by Artur Galceran i Granés in 1911. This became
the Catalan Society of Neurology and Psychiatry in 1934 under the presidency of Belarmino
Rodriguez Arias. With the civil war, the society broke up and reappeared under the name Asso-
ciation of Psychiatry and Neurology presided over by José Cordoba Rodriguez (1941), emerging
in 1968 as the Association of Neurological Sciences with Lluis Barraquer Bordas as President. In
1973 it assumed the current name of Catalan Society of Neurology under Agusti Codina Puiggros.
Conclusions: The Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona founded in 1911 by Gal-
ceran i Granés was the first neurological society and was a precursor of the Catalan Society of
Neurology. It should be highlighted that in 2011 it will be 100 years since the founding of the
first neurological society in Catalonia and Spain.
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Las primeras sociedades neurolodgicas catalanas y sus protagonistas

Resumen

Introduction: El conocimiento de las sociedades neuroldgicas anteriores a la Sociedad Espanola
de Neurologia (afio 1949) es escaso. Las analizamos partiendo de la pionera Sociedad de Psiquia-
tria y Neurologia de Barcelona, fundada en 1911.

Desarrollo: Efectuamos una busqueda bibliografica mediante MEDLINE a partir de la palabra
clave neurological societies, utilizando también la tesis doctoral de M.G. Fabregas ‘‘Historia
de la Neurologia a Catalunya. De ’any 1882 a l’any 1949’ y de fuentes bibliograficas historicas
originales de la Biblioteca de la Academia de Ciencies Mediques de Catalunya i Balears de
Barcelona. En Catalufa y en Espana, la primera sociedad neurologica se cred hace un siglo, y
fue la Sociedad de Psiquiatria y Neurologia de Barcelona, fundada por Artur Galceran i Granés
en 1911. Posteriormente, se denominaria Societat Catalana de Psiquiatria i Neurologia y en 1934
estaria presidida por Belarmino Rodriguez Arias. Con la guerra civil se disolvio y reapareceria
con el nombre de Asociacion de Psiquiatria y Neurologia y estaria presidida por José Cérdoba
Rodriguez (1941). Dicha sociedad seria precursora de la Asociacion de Ciencias Neurologicas de
Barraquer Bordas (ano 1968) y ésta lo seria de la Societat Catalana de Neurologia, fundada por
Codina Puiggrés en 1973.

Conclusiones: La Sociedad de Psiquiatria y Neurologia de Barcelona fundada en 1911 por Gal-
ceran i Granés, y precursora de la Societat Catalana de Neurologia, fue la primera sociedad
neurologica. Se debe remarcar que en el afio 2011 se cumplen 100 afios de la fundacion de la
primera sociedad neurologica catalana y espaiola.

© 2011 Sociedad Espaiola de Neurologia. Publicado por Elsevier Espana, S.L. Todos los derechos

reservados.

Introduction

The existence of medical societies is relatively recent in
the history of medicine. In Catalonia, the first neurolog-
ical society was the Society of Psychiatry and Neurology
of Barcelona, founded a century ago by Artur Galceran i
Granés in 1911." Only 2 medical societies had been docu-
mented previously: L'Academie d’Hygiene of Catalonia and
the Hispano-American Ophthalmological Society, founded in
1904, both located in Barcelona. However, the analysis of
early Catalan and Spanish neurological societies, prior to
the founding of the Spanish Society of Neurology in 1949, is
scarce.? With the aim of contributing to their knowledge and
highlighting their importance and significance, we analysed
them beginning with the pioneer Society of Psychiatry and
Neurology of Barcelona, founded in 1911 by A. Galceran i
Granés.

Development

We conducted a literature search using MEDLINE, with
no date limit, starting from the keywords ‘‘neurological
societies’’, as well as a targeted search using the doc-
toral thesis of Marta Gloria Fabregas Camps, ‘‘Historia de
la Neurologia a Catalunya. De l’any 1882 a ’any 1949”’
(*"History of neurology in Catalonia from 1882 to 1949’’),
presented and defended in 1992 at the Autonomous Univer-
sity of Barcelona,’ and original historical literature sources
selected from a personal literature search by the authors
in the Library of the Académia de Ciéncies Médiques de
Catalunya i de Balears in Barcelona. We obtained the fol-
lowing results.

Precursors of the First Catalan Neurological
Societies

The French neurologists

An important contribution of the nineteenth century to
the progress of medicine was the addition of the new
*anatomical-clinical’’ neurological mentality, thanks to
the figure of Jean Marie Charcot (1825—1893), who had
Duchenne as a teacher and who was the founder of clas-
sical clinical neurology.? His successor would be L Déjérine.
He was instrumental in providing neurology with its own
specificity and provided Pierre Marie (1853—1940) with the
arguments needed to raise for the first time, in 1897, an
independent hospital service for neurology at Hospital Bizet.
Babinski (1857—1932) would also create one at Hospital de
la Pitié."3

These precursors constitute the seed and the necessary
precedent for the birth of the first neurological society, the
Society of Neurology of Paris, which was founded in 1900 by
Babinski, Brissaud, Pierre Marie, Déjérine and Souques."3

Due to their geographical proximity, Catalan neurologists
received special influence and expertise from the French
neurologists.?3

Histology and Santiago Ramon y Cajal

It should be noted that the central nervous system was the
main histological research topic during the second half of
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Dr. Santi-
ago Ramon y Cajal contributed to its development with his
micrographic findings in the cerebellum and the retina."*
The Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine awarded to
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Cajal and Golgi for the ‘‘Texture of the nervous system
of man and vertebrates’’ was a just reward for their
research concerning the ‘‘neuron theory’’. These morpho-
logical investigations by Dr. Ramon y Cajal also contributed
to the development of neurology as a distinct and separate
specialty. In 1887, Santiago Ramon y Cajal obtained the chair
of Normal and Pathological Histology at Barcelona.'» It could
be said that modern histology of the nervous system was
born at the School of Medicine in Barcelona.'

Other medical and social aspects

1. Outside Catalonia: in 1911, Horlein and Hauptmann dis-
covered ‘‘luminal’’, a breakthrough that meant progress
in neurological pharmacology and in the treatment of
epilepsy.’ In 1913, Sigmund Freud founded the School
of Analytical Psychology in 1914, which was the year of
the outbreak of the First World War. In 1916, Guillain,
Barré and Strohl described acute polyradiculoneuritis?
and 1917 was the year of the Soviet revolution. In 1919
Gandhi began using passive resistance against the British
authorities. In 1940 Merritt used hydantoins as a new
antiepileptic drug® and in 1945 the Second World War
ended.

2. In Catalonia: in 1882, Lluis Barraquer Roviralta founded
what would become the first Electrotherapy and Neurol-
ogy Clinic in Barcelona, starting a new medical specialty.®
Its staff would be known as ‘‘medical electricians’’.’
The First Congress of Catalan-speaking Physicians was
held in 1913, and in 1914 Barraquer Roviralta pub-
lished a significant contribution to the semiology of the
peripheral nervous system in ‘‘Nouvelle iconographie de
la salpetriére’’.¢ During this period, the community of
Catalonia was already consolidated and a new medical
society founded by Dr. Galceran i Granés in 1911, the
Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona, was
already established. This would become the first Catalan
and Spanish Neurological Society.? Later, in 1916, Raven-
tos would operate on a brain tumour and the unofficial
opening of Hospital Sant Pau took place; in 1919 Bar-
raquer Roviralta joined the Royal Academy of Medicine
of Barcelona with his master conference *‘Semiological
value of idiomuscular contraction’’."

In 1923, the coup by Primo de Rivera took place and
the military dictatorship began, a situation that led to the
abolition of the democratic system of the community of Cat-
alonia. In 1929, Barraquer Ferrer was appointed director of
the first hospital neurology service at Hospital Sant Pau.’
The medical conference of Catalan-speaking alienists and
neurologists took place in Barcelona in that same year. It
was the year of the Universal Exhibition of Barcelona and
the same in which the dictatorship fell. It was also the year
of the New York stock market crash. In 1930, King Alfonso
XIll officially opened the Hospital Sant Pau.’

The first International Congress of Neurology was held
in 1931, in the Swiss city of Bern." The Second Repub-
lic was proclaimed. In 1933, Rodriguez Arias obtained the
first Chair of Neurology at the Autonomous University of
Barcelona.’ The transfer of healthcare and social assistance
to the Generalitat of Catalonia was decreed. The creation

of the Municipal Neurological Institute of Barcelona took
place in 1936. That same year, L. Barraquer Ferré, I. De
Gispert and E. Castaner published their ‘‘Treaty on Nervous
Diseases’’2'0 and the Spanish Civil War also began. In 1939
the Civil War ended, leading to the exile of many scientists.
The last meeting in Spain of the Republican Parliament took
place in Figueres. It was the time of the lathyrism epidemic
in Barcelona.’

Political isolation after the Civil War significantly slowed
and hindered scientific progress. The National Congress of
Neuropsychiatry was held in Barcelona in 1942, and in 1949
L. Barraquer Ferré, B. Rodriguez Arias and A. Subirana cre-
ated the Spanish Society of Neurology in Barcelona.? "

The teachers of the first experts (immediate
precursors of the neurological specialty in
Catalonia)

The figure of Dr. Bartomeu Robert i Yarzabal'?~'* stands out
as the immediate precursor and promoter of the neurolog-
ical specialty in Catalonia. He foresaw the importance of
neurology as a fully differentiated specialty and aided Dr.
Barraquer Roviralta in the creation of the first neurology
and electrotherapy clinic at Hospital de la Santa Creu, in
1882. Dr. Bertran i Rubid was another pioneering figure and
a precursor of clinical neurology who joined the Catalan
Royal Academy of Medicine in 1865, and was the first per-
son to be accepted at the academy as a neurologist and
**electrologist’’."13

The first Catalan Neurological Societies
Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona

The last third of the nineteenth century is known in Catalo-
nia as ‘‘Renaixenca’’ (Renaissance) and is characterised by
a period of economic awakening, as well as artistic, social,
cultural, political, scientific and medical development. It
was the time of birth of the different medical specialties.
The birth and consolidation of the various medical societies
took place in the early twentieth century. The Society of
Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona was founded in this
context. Its statutes were published in the prestigious medi-
cal journal of the time *‘The Catalan Medical Gazette’’'¢
(Figs. 1 and 2). It was the first Catalan and Spanish neuro-
logical society and it was chaired by Artur Galceran i Granés
(Girona, 1850—Barcelona, 1919) (Fig. 3). The other physi-
cians who comprised the first Board were Xercavins i Rius,
Moles Ornella, Conill Mataro, Farreras Sampere, Ribas Pujol
and Saforcada. The doctors Marti Julia and Rodriguez Morini
also contributed.'®"

It should be stressed that in those times neurology
and psychiatry were covered by a single medical branch
and were known as ‘‘medical neuropsychiatry’’.'®'® Con-
sequently, the precursors of modern psychiatry also had
significant neurological training and, conversely, the pre-
cursors of modern neurology also had a solid background
in psychiatry."
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ESTATUTOS DE LA SOCIEDAD DE PSIQUIATRIA Y NEUROLOGIA

Objeto de la Bocledad

Art. 1.° Con la denominacion de «Sociedad de Psiquiatria y Neuro-
logiu» se constituye una sociedad cientifica que tiene por objeto:

“a) Llevar 4 la realidad las bases formuladas el dia del acuerdo de
su constitucion y que acontinuacion se copian

i) Conseguir la creacion y desarrollo de las instituciones nosoco-
miales adecuadas o los distintos grupos de enfermos correspondientes
ala Psiquiatria y Neurologiag, )

¢} Llevar & la practica cuantas iniciativas apruebe la Sociedad y
tengan relacion con su vida cientifica, profesional y funciones so-
cinles, .

Bases aprobadas

1. Conseguir una legislacion modernamente cientifica sobre alie-
nados, por lo qus se refiere a asuntos de responsabilidad y capacidad,

2.0 Conseguir una legislacion perfectamente adecuada a las necesi-
divdes de los enlermos de la mente, por lo que respecta al ingreso,
estancia y salida de los wismos, en los establecimientos correspon-
dientes.,

3.* Procurar el desarrvollo de la ensenanza de la Psiquiatria y Neu-
rologia, y la creacion de Catedras, Laboratorios, Museos, Clinicas y
Dispensarios correspondientes a las especialidades referidas

+.* Procarar sea adaptada una clasificacion de enfermedades man-
tiles, temporalmente obligatoria para los médicos espanoles a los elee-
los de las estadisticas y wrabajos cientificos.

5.2 Gestionar la creacion de un cuerpo de médicos alienistas con
las atribuciones que son propias de laespecialidad.

.*  Gestionar la fundacion de patronatos en favor de los alienados
pobres salides del frenocomio curados 6 convalecientes, socorriéndo-
les pecnniariamente hasta que encuentren trabajo o procurandoselo y
lacilitar el pronto reingreso de los recidivantes, extendiendo igual be
neficio a los anormales y abandonados.

7.* Organizar un cuerpo de enfermeros y enfermeras, iddneos para
el servicio de los establecimientos especiales.

Organizacidn de la Socledad

Art. 2.° La Sociedad estard constituida por los médicos dedicados
A la Psiquiateia y Neurologia, y por cuantas personas puedan cooperar
a los fines de la misma. . )

Art. 3° Los socios seran fundadores, numerarios y correspon-
sales:

a) Socios fundadores seran aquellos que ingresen al tiempo de cons-
tituirse la Sociedad :

b) Numerarios, 10s qu: s+ inscriban después: )

¢) Corpesponsiles, losque rosidan fuera de Espana, siendo propues-
LOS pOr cineo socios numerarios;

,}) Sera potestativo de la Sociedad el nombramiento de Socios de
honor, eon la condicion da que ¢l agracialo redna las cuatro quintas
paries de votos de la totalidad de socios.

Art. 4.° Elingreso de los socios numerarios tendra lugar mediante
l1 propussta de dos socios y la aprobacion de la Sociedad.

Art. 5.° D2 entre los socios se constituirda una Junta Directiva for-
mada por Peesidente, Vicepresidente, Tesorero, Vocal Arvchivero,
Voecal Contador, Seercturio, Viceseeratario

Figure 1 First page of the statutes of the pioneer Society of Neurology and Psychiatry of Barcelona, published in 1911 in the

**Catalan Medical Gazette’’ (p. 118—9).'¢

Dr. Artur Galceran i Granés was a disciple of the psychia-
try school of Joan Giné i Partagas. However, he unequivocally
referred to himself as a’’ neurologist and mentalist’’ in his
publications?®~2* (Fig. 4). He was director of the mental

hospital of Sant Boi in Llobregat and afterwards of Hospi-
tal Pere Mata in Reus. Dr. Domingo Marti i Julia (1860—1917)
relieved him as President from 1915 to 1917." Galceran i
Granés died in Barcelona in the year 1919."
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Publicac ones recibidas 119
83 procurara que en la Junta Directiva s spcucniren equitativa-
menta represt n[,l-l.l- las varias modalidades lannn wsjonales que consti-
tuyen la Sociedad
La duracion de los cargos sera de dos anos Se renovara por mitad:
primero, un presidente, uun vocal vy un secretvio, después los res-
tantes
La renovacion de cargos empezara después del segundo ano
Art. 6" La vida ccondmica de la Socid I se fun lll i
a) IEn las cuotas mensunles de los soci
6)  En las cuotas de entrada pagadas por 1os socios numerarios ;
¢) En las subvenciones de los establecimientos que se interesen por
la vida de la Sociedad.
Régimen de la Socledad
Art. 7. Parva la consecuc ion de los lines <|11- la Sociedad se propo-
ne, celebrara sesiones 2 acordara conferencias, cursos de
ensefianza Leoricit ¥ pri o v publicaciones periodicas ¢
mlin.: 1 -g\ll\jt Ilnmu. on |>u|>ti( 1 1[|n‘< wte la publicacion de sus ucuer-
dos en todos los asuntos que me convenientes, asi como realizara
todos ‘11- Hos acins que,sin e -l i exp il mente senalados en estos
Estatutos, considere ue !wm den ser conven a la Sociedad, y uti-
les alos fines primordiales gue han determinado su constutucion
Art. 8.° ? suno de estos tines primordiales de la Sociedad, conse-
guir la coustitucion de otras similares en toda la Peninsula lbérica, y
si asociacion con la presente en forma de federacion de sociedades,
cuvo objeto seria ¢l determinado en el art. 1." de estos Estatutos.
Art 9.° Esta Sociedad tendra su domicilio en Barcelona
Articulos adicionales
Art. 1 La cuota nnlml pnr cada socio es de b pesetas.
Art. 2.° El domieilio actual de la Sociedad radica en la Ronda de
la Universidad, ndam. %, Unnt--muih
Art. 3.° Los fond !u- que existan en la Sociedad en la épocu que pue-
da ocurrir su disolucian, se destinaran a un establecimiento de Bene-
licencia
Presentado en duplicado ejemplar a los efectos del art. +.2 de la ley
de Asociaciones de 30 de junio de 1887,
Barecelona, 3 de enero de 1911,
E! Gabernador, M. PORTELA
(S¢llo del Gobierno civit
L la sesidnque se celebro el dia 1k de encro, fué nombrada la Junta
Direetiva que la forman los doctores :
D. Arturo Galceran Granes, Presidente.
D. Francisco de l‘ Xercavins, Vicepresidente.
D. Pedro Ribas Pujol, Tesorero.
1 Manuel Salorcada, Conlador.
D. Pedro Farreras, Archiivero.
D. Odon Moles, Secretario.
D. Esteban Conill, Vicesecretario
Figure 2 Second page of the statutes of the Society of Neurology and Psychiatry of Barcelona, published in 1911 in the ‘‘Catalan

Medical Gazette’’ (p. 118—9).'¢

We must stress that Barraquer Roviralta, the founder
of Catalan and Spanish clinical neurology, was a contem-
porary of Galceran i Granés. It is striking, however, that
neither he nor any of his disciples, such as Celestino
Vilumara and Bonaventura Clotet, formed part of the board
of the pioneer Society of Psychiatry and Neurology. This
was perhaps because it was composed of practitioners with
a mainly clinical or exclusively forensic and psychiatric
approach.’?

We should also note that 1 year after the death of Gal-
ceran i Granés, the 1920 ‘‘Annual of Hospital de la Santa
Creu’’ already mentioned that the Neuropathology and Elec-
trotherapy Service had Dr. Barraquer Roviralta as a teacher,
Alberto Roca i Munnar as an assistant physician and E. Peres
Casafias as a medical intern.2 Neurology as a distinct and
exclusive specialty separate from psychiatry had begun its
journey.

Catalan Society of Neurology and Psychiatry

The Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona
became the Catalan Society of Neurology and Psychia-
try and would be chaired in 1934 by Belarmino Rodriguez
Arias, another of the great figures in the history of Catalan
neurology.® This evolution was possible because, since 1930,
there had been active involvement in society of many neu-
rologists with scientific interest, such as Barraquer Ferré,
Rodriguez Arias, Subirana, Gispert Cruz and Castaner Ven-
drell, among others. Finally, in 1934, the combination of this
circumstance facilitated the creation of the Catalan Society
of Neurology and Psychiatry, which replaced the previous
one.?’ Another important development was the 1936 cre-
ation of the Municipal Neurological Institute of Barcelona,
which was the first hospital centre devoted exclusively
to neurological patients."? This hospital also conducted
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Figure 3 Dr. A. Galceran i Granés became president of the
Society of Neurology and Psychiatry of Barcelona in 1911.

significant clinical research and teaching duties. Its man-
ager was Rodriguez Arias, who was president of the Catalan
Society of Neurology and Psychiatry at the time (Fig. 5).
He would also be appointed assistant professor of Neu-
rology, in the first chair of this specialty existing in
Spain."?

Birth and evolution of other neurological societies

In 1932, a hybrid society bringing together specialists in neu-
rology, psychiatry, ophthalmology and ENT was created in
Barcelona. It was known as the Oto-Neuro-Ophthalmology
Society of Barcelona. Dr. Barraquer Ferré was the president
of this medical society in 1935."

Cursos y Conferencias

La Neurologia en Cataluna'”

Por el docter B. RODRIGUEZ ARIAS

Profesor de Neurologia en la Facultad de Medicina de Barcelona
Presidente de la “Societat Catalana de Psiquiatria i Neurologia™

Figure 5 Article by Belarmino Rodriguez Arias, as president of
the Catalan Society of Neurology and Psychiatry, in the ‘‘Medical
Journal of Barcelona’’ in 1934."

With the Spanish Civil War, the Catalan Society of Neu-
rology and Psychiatry was dissolved. After the war, it
would reappear in 1941 under the name Neurology and
Psychiatry Association, chaired by the psychiatrist Jose Cor-
doba Rodriguez.? The monthly meetings of the association
presented both neurological and psychiatric articles. Some-
times, these were devoted to a single specialty or to specific
issues. The association included not only neurologists, neu-
rosurgeons, neuropsychiatrists and psychiatrists, but also
those interested in the neurological subspecialties that grad-
ually arose, such as EEG specialists or neuroradiologists.?®
The existence of this wide range of subspecialties stemming
from the common branch of neurology and their growth and
development were reasonable grounds that consolidated the
foundations of the subsequent and necessary separation of
neurology and psychiatry, from the clinical and healthcare
perspectives.

The year 1949 witnessed the foundation in Barcelona
of the Spanish Society of Neurology, by L. Barraquer
Ferré, B. Rodriguez Arias and A. Subirana.'? Later, in
1968, the Association of Neurological Sciences was created,
presided by Lluis Barraquer Bordas.?> Finally, in 1973, Cod-
ina Puiggros was appointed president of the Association of
Neurological Sciences, and with his secretary Marti Vilalta,
changed the name to its current version: Catalan Society of
Neurology.?>26

REVISTA CRITICA-BIBLIOGRAFICA

POR EL
DocTtor GALCERAN GRANES

Neurologia

1,— A. Algunas observacianes aceica del dlagnobstico de la edad enelcianeo. — 5. De la
discordancia entre la altura del craneo y la de la cabeza en el vivo, por el coctor

Telesforo de Aranzadi. — Madrid, 1913.

[1. — Demencia senil. — Infaorme pericial prestado por los senores Martinez Capdevila y
Bravo Moreno (ponente). — Teruel, 1913.

111, — Como se forma una inteligencia, por el doctor Toulouse, — Versidn espanola de Cristobal
Litran. — Barcelona, 1912.

IV. — Las afeccliones morales en las enfermedades de las visceras, nerviosas y mentales por e
doctor F. de P. Xercavins. — Barcelona, 1913.

Figure 4 Article by A. Galceran i Granés — who referred to himself as a neurologist and mentalist — presenting a literature review

of neurological topics of his time.
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Conclusions

The Society of Neurology and Psychiatry of Barcelona,
founded in 1911 by Galceran i Granés and precursor of the
Catalan Society of Neurology, was the first neurological soci-
ety. It must be stressed that the year 2011 saw the 100th
anniversary of the founding of the first Catalan and Spanish
Neurological Society.
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